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(groucho	marx)	(according	to	the	si-camp,	"that	the	animal	is	going	somewhere"	is	an	dependent	clause,	while	being	part	of	the	independent	clause.)	the	types	of	separation	structure.	If	you	can	pretend,	you	did	it.	you	are	reading	a	free	preview	page	19	is	not	shown	in	this	preview.	(in	this	example,	jack	lost,	as	you	would	expect	the	worst	player	a.)
the	comma	removes	the	clause	dependent	on	"does	not	win."	in	the	two	examples	above,	the	contexts	make	clear	the	meaning,	but	what	about	this	example:	Jack	didn't	win	because	he	was	rich.	in	each,	there	are	two	independent	clauses	connected	with	and	with	a	comma.)	I	never	forget	a	face,	but	in	your	case	I	will	be	happy	to	make	an	exception.
the	no-camp	claims	that	an	employee	clause	must	be	connected	with	a	subordinate	conjunction	or	a	pronoun	relating	to	an	independent	clause.	is	an	adjective	clause.)	adverbial	clause	I	find	television	very	educating.	Could	be	deleted	without	interrupting	the	understanding	of	my	sister	readers.	The	first	thing	I	can	record	about	myself	is	that	I	was
born.	in	all	examples,	independent	clauses	are	highlighted,	and	employee	clauses	are	not.	(groucho	marx)	there	is	only	one	reason	to	worry	about	independent	and	dependent	clauses:	virgola	placement.	an	independent	clause	is	a	clause	that	can	be	alone	as	a	sentence	(i.e.	it	expresses	a	complete	thought.	)	such	clauses	are	often	referred	to	as
"related	clauses."	applies	to	any	relative	pronoun	(for	example,	"whose,"	because.)	the	subject	you	are	implicit	in	both.)	do	not	confuse	clauses	and	phrases.	He	died	while	you'd	expect	a	young	officer	to	do	it.	this	life,	which	neither	time	nor	eternity	can	bring	diminutions,	began.	does	not	specify	"my	sister."	from	this,	withoutcontext,	readers	would
say	I	have	a	sister.	(NB:	In	these	examples,	independent	clauses	are	shady.)	If	it	is	destined	to	be,	to	be,	will	be.	When	the	witch	cooked	her	cat	lurked	by	her	feet.	They're	adverbial	phrases.)	Outside	of	a	dog,	a	book	is	a	man's	best	friend.	Whenever	I	see	you	next,	remind	me	not	to	talk	to	you.	This	rule	does	not	apply	only	to	"and."	It	applies	to	any
coordinating	conjunction	(e.g.,	"but,"	"or").	If	your	"and"	links	two	independent	clauses,	precede	it	with	a	comma.	(Groucho	Marx)	(There	is	no	comma	before	the	"and"	because	"beat	you	over	the	head	with	it"	is	not	an	independent	clause.	In	fact,	the	rule	for	post-positioned	adverbial	clauses	is	the	same	as	for	post-positioned	adjective	clauses	(see
Point	2).	An	"and"	linking	two	independent	clauses	is	preceded	by	a	comma,	and	this	applies	to	"but"	and	"or"	too.	(This	could	mean	he	died	because	he	was	useless	or	because	it	was	statistically	likely.)	If	you	ever	find	yourself	relying	on	the	comma	before	a	post-positioned	adverbial	clause	for	clarity,	don't.	They	can	function	as	adjectives,	adverbs,	or
nouns.	In	other	words,	use	a	comma	if	the	adverbial	clause	is	nonessential.	He	won	because	he	paid	the	referee.	Here	is	a	video	summarizing	this	lesson	on	independent	clauses:	The	secret	of	life	is	honesty.	This	issue	typically	crops	up	with	"because"	that	explains	a	negative.	Remind	me	not	to	talk	to	you	whenever	I	see	you	next.	(Groucho	Marx)
(These	are	both	imperatives.	Jack	didn't	win	because	he	was	the	best	player.	It	will	be	if	it	is	meant	to	be.	(In	this	example,	Jack	actually	won.	The	clause	is	just	additional	information.	The	non-highlighted	texts	in	the	example	below	are	not	dependent	clauses.	There	are	three,	well,	four	at	a	push,	noteworthy	points	linked	to	comma	placement.
(Groucho	Marx)	If	you've	heard	this	story	before,	don't	stop	me,	because	I'd	like	to	hear	it	again.	It	makes	the	clause	nonessential.	(NB:	In	these	examples,	the	dependent	clauses	are	shaded.)	My	sister	who	lives	in	London	was	arrested.	Notice	how	the	shaded	clauses	could	all	stand	alone	as	evah	taht	refni	Dluow	sedaard	,siht	morf	".retsis	ym"	yfitnedi
ot	laitnesse	i	edialc	eht	,ereh(	.drower	.know	htiw	of	tesffo	,tnorf	ehdedd	rimoac	eros	risam	tsuj	you	are	".efil"	yficeps	ton	seod	the	.uoy	fo	edidi	rehto	eht	if	EB	dluow	i	,resolc	yna	uoy	dleh	i	fi	:sepmaxe	ebe	ta	kool	)".revesohw"	dna	",reveohw"	"	",mohw"	",ohw"	",ohw"	Era	Senonommoc(	nuonorp	evitaler	ro	)"	erehw"	dna	",Nehw"	",tahw"	",taht"	",woh"
",Ehtehw"	",rehtehw"	",,sselnu"	",hguoht"	",naht"	",taht	os"	",Ecnis"	",Naht	Rehtar"	",didivorp"	",fi"	",hguoht	narve"	",fi	Neve"	",	Erofeb"	",esuaceb"	",sasa"	",hguohtla"	",retfa"	era	era	ero	senocnujnoc	gnanidrobus	htw	epined	ededded	ot	deknne	ot	deknil	esualc	tneddened	na	)xram	ohcuor(	.	NDID	KCAJ	).woleb	noitaus	eht	morf	The	hsiugnitsid	saw
demeed	nialp	tsb	eht	saw	eh	esuaceb"	Esualc	Tneddened	eht	.ymotana	Fo	Egduj	ROOP	A	SAW	GNIKCEN	IS	DEMA	REVEOHW	.The	htw	daeh	eht	revo	uoy	taeb	dna	bulc	that	nioj	ot	dnim	dnim	evah	i	)"	WORKOT	DNA	,sadaed	ni	yedretsey	".Ecneteses	dnuopmoc	that	sesualc	tnednepni	eht	snioj	taht	noitcnujnoc	Erofeb	I	know	edi"	ni	eur	eht	,yaw
rehtona	tup	.ot	reciffo	gnuoy	sa	hhpxe	eh	(	.moorg	eht	yawa	worht	dna	steuquob	eht	feek	,dowowyllah	ni	).tcejbus	htw	epwed	edednete	,	A	esu	ton	od"	SETATATS	taht	eht	.kcab	eht	because	s'ti	fi	know	that	ed	.laitnessen	si	esualc	eht	,ereh(	.esualc	evitced	Erom	yaw	s'ti	taht	taht	si	limborp	eht	.Trib	a	eussi	eht	etacilpmoc	s'tel	s'tel	than	one	sister.)	My
sister,	who	lives	in	London,	was	arrested.	TypeExample	Adjective	ClauseI	refuse	to	join	any	club	that	would	have	me	as	a	member.	Let's	quickly	look	at	dependent	clauses.	(Groucho	Marx)	(Here,	the	clause	is	essential	to	specify	"anyone.")	When	used	to	head	an	adjective	dependent	clause,	"which"	and	"who"	are	relative	pronouns.
TypeStructureExample	Simple	SentenceOne	independent	onlyHumour	is	reason	gone	mad.	I	have	just	today,	and	I'm	going	to	be	happy	in	it.	Read	more	about	relative	pronouns.	(Groucho	Marx)(The	dependent	clause	"When	it's	on"	modifies	the	verb	"go."	It	is	an	adverbial	clause.)	Noun	ClauseA	black	cat	crossing	your	path	signifies	that	the	animal	is
going	somewhere.	Therefore,	it	is	nonessential	and	offset	with	commas.	(Groucho	Marx)	(There	is	no	comma	before	the	"and"	because	"throw	away	the	groom"	is	not	an	independent	clause.)	If	a	dependent	clause	functioning	as	an	adjective	is	essential	to	specify	its	noun,	it's	not	offset	with	commas.	Grammarians	are	divided	on	whether	a	dependent
clause	can	be	a	component	of	an	independent	clause.	Next	lesson	>	As	the	vast	majority	of	adverbial	clauses	are	essential,	it's	pretty	safe,	but	not	entirely	safe,	to	declare	that	a	post-positioned	adverbial	clause	isn't	preceded	by	a	comma.	The	absence	of	a	comma	tells	us	he	did	win,	but,	really,	who'd	read	this	sentence	and	deduce	that	Jack	won?)	The
take-away	point	here	is	that	a	comma	before	a	post-positioned	adverbial	clause	distances	it	from	the	verb	in	the	independent	clause.	Inside	of	a	dog,	it's	too	dark	to	read.	This	Page	Includes...	Remember	that	a	clause	has	a	subject	and	a	verb.	(Groucho	Marx)	(Notice	there	is	no	subject	in	the	independent	clause.	"Don't	stop	me"	is	an	order	(i.e.,	an
imperative	sentence),	and	the	subject	"you"	is	implied.	There	are	four.	The	patrol	had	spotted	the	sniper,	who	was	hiding	in	an	attic.	Also,	in	each	clause,	the	subject	is	underlined	and	the	verb	is	in	(Groucho	Marx)	(According	to	the	yes-camp,	"whoever	named	it	necking"	is	a	dependent	clause	despite	being	the	subject	of	the	independent	clause.)
Types	of	Dependent	Clause.	The	nonessential	clause	could	have	been	offset	with	brackets	instead	of	commas	or	even	deleted,	and	that's	a	good	test	of	whether	a	clause	is	essential	or	nonessential.)	Anyone	who	says	he	can	see	through	women	is	missing	a	lot.	(Groucho	Marx)	(The	dependent	clause	"that	would	have	me	as	a	member"	describes	the
club.	(Groucho	Marx)	(Here,	the	first	dependent	clause	is	essential	to	specify	"thing."	The	second	clause	is	nonessential.	Some	say	yes,	and	some	say	no.	We'll	discuss	the	comma	before	"because"	later.)	Go,	and	never	darken	my	towels	again.	(Groucho	Marx)	(The	dependent	clause	is	linked	to	the	independent	one	with	the	subordinating	conjunction
"if.")	Wives	are	people	"who"	feel	they	don't	dance	enough.	If	you'd	happily	put	your	relative	clause,	which	will	usually	start	with	"which"	or	"who",	in	brackets	or	delete	it,	then	it's	nonessential	and	should	be	offset	with	commas.	Do	you	know	the	butcher	who	went	to	court	on	Saturday?	While	cleaning	the	water	can	steam.	(Groucho	Marx)	(As	the
adverbial	dependent	clauses	are	at	the	front,	they	are	offset	with	commas.)	With	the	clause	at	the	back,	there's	no	comma.	(Groucho	Marx)	Compound-Complex	SentenceAt	least	two	independents	and	at	least	one	dependentThose	are	my	principles,	and	if	you	don't	like	them,	I	have	others.	(Groucho	Marx)	(The	dependent	clause	is	linked	to	the
independent	one	with	the	relative	pronoun	"who.")	Dependent	Clauses	inside	Independent	Clauses.	The	number	of	independent	clauses	and	dependent	clauses	in	a	sentence	determines	the	sentence-structure	type.	It	shows	your	readers	where	the	clause	ends.	They	are	independent	clauses.	Omitting	a	comma	isn't	a	hideous	crime	(and	lots	of	writers
do	it,	even	prefer	it),	but	omitting	the	comma	can	cause	your	readers	to	stumble	as	they	to	find	the	end	of	the	dependent	clause.	I	have	something	important	to	say	before	I	speak.	You're	Reading	a	Free	Preview	Pages	6	to	15	are	not	shown	in	this	preview.	Can	you	read	these	without	stumbling?	My	mind	loses	itself	in	these	depths.	(Now	we're	unsure
whether	Jack	won.	Using	a	comma	after	a	fronted	adverbial	dependent	clause	is	such	a	common	style,	it's	becoming	increasingly	safe	to	call	it	a	rule.	When	it's	on,	I	go	into	the	other	room	and	read	a	book.	When	it	rains,	the	daffodils	bow	their	heads.	A	dependent	clauses	(or	subordinate	clause)	is	one	that	cannot	stand	alone	as	a	complete	sentence
(i.e.,	it	does	not	express	a	complete	thought).	(With	no	subjects	and	verbs,	they're	not	clauses.	I	am	not	tidying	the	dishes	unless	Peter	helps.	(Groucho	Marx)	(This	quotation	has	two	compound	sentences.	(Groucho	Marx)	Before	I	speak,	I	have	something	important	to	say.	(Groucho	Marx)	Compound	Sentencetwo	independentsI	have	had	a	perfectly
wonderful	evening,	but	this	wasn't	it.	The	purpose	of	the	comma	is	to	aid	reading.	(Groucho	Marx)	Complex	SentenceOne	independent	and	at	least	dependentNo	man	goes	before	his	time,	unless	the	boss	leaves	early.	early.
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